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I.—Foreien Po.itics. 


HiravaD! 
}[C of the 25th March writes as follows :— sereh Oth: Y008. 
visto eit We are constrained to say that whether it be a 
_ The Tibet Expedition. due to a desire to seek a Sampo ‘hey or 
. ia, the Tibet Expedition has been an imprudent an 
Sooo Pog or a i part of tad Curzon. The Indian people will not 
per. gain nothing, but will be great losers by it. The famine-stricken ralyats 
will at present have to bear the cost of conducting the Expedition and after- | 
wards the charge of maintaining peace when peace 1s made. Will Parliament 
remain indifferent to such an act of injustice? We hope that with the 
downfall of the present Ministry there will be an end of Lord Curzon’s 
Viceroyalty and with it - end of the Tibet Expedition, We are awaiting the 
advent of that auspicious day. eae us 
al.anew paper, in its issue of the 25th March SOLTAN, 
. eee ae that uesie is the arch-enemy of all Musal- March 25th, 1904. 
mans. She is also the enemy of Great Britain. 
Her fall is therefore prayed for by all Musalmans, Her cup of iniquity 1s full, 
and it will not be long before she receives a fatal crush. 


Russia. | 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


8, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 18th March publishes a contra- 

diction by Mr. Jahiruddin Ahmed, Honorary 
| Magistrate, Mymensingh, of the allegations of a 
correspondent published in its issue of the 8th January (Report on Native 
Papers of the 16th January, paragraph 4) against Babu Girindra Chandra 
Mukerji, District Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh. Mr. Ahmed says 
that Girindra Babu is an excellent officer and that the allegations are without 
any foundation. } 


4, The Samay [Calcutta] of the 18th March writes as follows:— Samay, 


| ees In our last issue we published the substance March 18th, 1904. 
Ms. Corbett'sease—a contzndiotes. 69 115 nows which had heen communicated to the 
Bengalee newspaper by its Comilla correspondent about the connection of 
Mr. Corbett, the District Superintendent of Police, Comilla, with an incident 
which occurred on the occasion of the last Doljatra festival. But we see that. 
the news had no foundation in fact. The Secretary to the Government of 


Bengal has written to newspapers to the effect that Mr. Corbett was in his 
own residence at the time of the occurrence. The Secretary’s words have 


satisfied us, and we regret that we published Mr. Corbett’s name in connection 


with the incident. We were, however, misled by the Lengalee newspaper. 


@°. The Basumati nioatta) of the 19th March writes that it did not — Basomary. 
i hint disclose the name of the police officer in the March 19th, 1904. 
Tippera district who committed assault upon the : 
drummers in a. gentleman’s house; nor did the Amrita Bazar Patrika disclose 
hisname. Yet Mr. Stephenson, the Private Secretary to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor, wrote a letter to the Editor of the Patrika stating that 
the complaint was entirely incorrect as regards Mr. Corbett. Mr. Stephenson’s 
letter makes it clear that some high Sc officer was guilty of the alleged 


offence, and it is to be hoped that His Honour’s, attention will be drawn to 
the matter. 


6. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir LM yong] of the 22nd = ogyac wun, | 
Thefts in the Mymensjach @rch writes that thefts are very frequent in the march 22nd, 1904. 

district. ’ . Bhagabatipur (Kendua) village in the Mymensingh | 

oe district. Scarcely a night passes without a theft by | | 
housebreaking. . ~The inhabitants do not give information of thefts to the thana a | 
for fear of police oppression.. The chaukidars and dafadars do not go' out | ss 
on their rounds at night. The attention of, the , Subdivisional Officer of | | 
‘Netrakona is drawn to this state of things. - ts 


: , 
f. : / 
\ ; *. : ® ’ 


Mrure-o-SupHaKAR, 


+ eds March 18th, 1904. 
cont ction. 
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Mrur.o-SvpHaxar, 
March 25th, 1904, 


Dacca PraxkasH, 
March 27th, 1904. 


Sai Bax Visunvu 
PRI¥A-0- 
ANANDA BazaR 
PaTEerka, 


March 19th, 1904, 


BaRiaaL HrralsHi, — 


March 19th, 1004, 


BakisaL HrtTatsnt, 
March 19th, 1904. 


( 826 ) 


7, A correspondent writes in the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 22nd 
March that t alarm has been cel by the 
terrible dacoity at the Narandia-Daulatpur village 
in the Kalihati. thana of the Mymensingh district, 
The police have not yet been able to trace the dacoits. There are gangs of 
budmashes at different places in this district, and many persons pass for gentle- 
men who are really receivers of stolen property. An able detective officer 
should be deputed for the apprehension of the culprits. = 
After the last census many lower class people have given up their former 
occupations as being derogatory to them. ‘They have now taken to dacoity as — 
a means of livelihood and have become /athials, Gambling with three cards ~ 
also prevails in these places. ; : 
he people of this quarter dare not speak a word against these budmashes. 
Will there be no end of this state of anarchy in the district ? | 
8. A correspondent of the Mihtr-o-Sudhakar Vg oad of the 25th March 
: says that when Munshi Eradat Khan was Sub- 
ae © o in the Inspector of the Gafargaon thanain the Mymensingh 
ee district, the local budmashkes were greatly held in 
check. But as svon as he was transferred from the thana the latter raised their 
heads, and for some time became the terror of the local people. Afterwards Junior 
Sub-Inspector Munshi Syed Mabamed was posted to the thana. This worthy 
officer has to a great extent checked the high-handedness of the budmashes and is | 
expected to bring them round completely. None but Musalman police officers 


cap effectually deal with Musalman budmashes. | 


9, Correspondents writing in the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 27th March 

: : _ complain of the prevalence of theft in Rajabari- 

Fate See m certain’ §=Bikrampur in the Dacca district, in Rudrakarin the _ 

a ' Palang thana of the Faridpur district, and in - 
Kayera in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district. 


(b)—— Working of the Courts, 


(10. The Vaidie [Khulna] of the 19th March has received many complaints 
against Babu Charu Chandra Mitra, first. Munsif of 
gura in Magura in the Jessore district. According to the 
| special correspondent of the paper, Charu Babu 
has inaugurated quite a reign of terrorin Magura. — 
The Munsif quarrelled with Babu Atulananda Chakravarti regarding a rented 
house, and some facts about this quarrel were published in the local paper, the 
Kalyani, The Munsif Babu is now said to be constantly on the lookout for 
opportunities to harm Atulananda Babu. He has already made some complaints 
ageinst Babu Devendra Nath Chakravarti, a brother-in-law of Atulananda Babu, 
and the Nazir of the Munsif’s Court,which are being enquired into by the 
District Judge. _ ee . 


11. The Barisal Hitaisht [Barisal] of the 19th March writes that Mr. 
3 - Temple, the District Judge of Barisal, hassuspended 
two of his muharrirs for their inability to pay off 
their debts. How can these poor men be expected 
to clear their debts if they are to remain in a state of suspension? 

12. The same paper writes that Mr. Wetherell, a European Honorary 
Magistrate of Barisal, beat his native cook for the 
reason that the cook insisted upon leave being 
granted him. The man brought a criminal case against his master, who at 
first did not appear before the District Magistrate. But the Magistrate com- 

lied 'the- accused to appear before him in person. His defence was that 


, 


The first Munsif of Ma 
the Jessore district. 


The case of two muharrirs at 
Barieal. 


A European fined at Barisal. 


e had given the cook a pws for his disobedience and the man fell on his 
face against the wall, and this caused bleeding from his nose. The Magistrate 


fined him Rs, 5. 


In these days an impartial judicial officer like Mr. Streatfeild is seldom met 
with among the Anglo-Indians. He is a glory to the English nation. What — 
the result would have been if a different man had tried the case, may onal be 
imagined, Now the question is whether a man who beats his own cook for a 
trivial offence deserves to sit in judgment as a Magistrate over other people. 


} 


\ 
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- Jt is rumoured, says the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March, that — "tava, 
” ‘4 certain Deputy Magizieate of Purulia, in the Msroh 25th, 1904 


A Deputy Magistrate of Purulia. 


himself by disallowing witnesses to be cross-examined ebore 
the charge, unless such witnesses be police officers, It is hoped that the 
authorities will bring home to the worthy Aakim the illegality of this practice on 
"ih The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah | of the Fh March drawsthe attention 
of Government to a of harassment caused to 
A cose of alleged spre. Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabarti, an inhabitant of 
- yillage Jhorhati in the Sankrail thana of the Howrah district. This gentleman 
- ig said to have paid the whole of the drainage canal charges for which he was 
liable, except a portion amounting to Rs. 43-3 for the due ghey of which 
one Sukhamay ,Das, the purchaser of the land on account of which the above 
sum fell due, was responsible. Accordingly, a notice was sent to Sukhama 
Das for the payment of the amount, and he deposited the money in the Howra 
Collectorate on January 7th, 1904. But Se the dues had been paid in 
full, Sarat Chandra Chakrabarti was unexpectedly arrested by a Court bailiff 
on the 14th March last and brought to Howrah. He was put in hajat and was 
subsequently ordered to be sent to the Hooghly Jail, as the evidence’ of 
payment of the dues could not be promptly produced. In this extremity the 
friends of Sarat Chandra paid the money and saved him from being sent to 
ail. 
; ‘Now the question is, who is to blame for this annecessary harassment? 
Will Government order an enquiry ? , 


Howral Hirtals&r, 
March 27th, 1904. 


( 
| 


Eo (a)—Educaton. 

15. A correspondent of the Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 25th March says $= Hrmavanr, 
that there was a mistake in thethird question of the March 25th, 1904. 
second day’s paper set at the last. final examination 
for Sanskrit, titles in Kavya, and there were 
several mistakes in the first question in the second paper set at the first Sanskrit ) 
examination in the samesubject... The attention of the Principal of the Sanskrit ‘© — 
College having been drawn to the first of the mistakes referred to, he refused 
tu set it ngbt. | | 

Both at the title and the other examinations,, Professors of the Sanskrit 
College and others who serve as guards not only themselves tell their pupils the 
answers to the questions but allow the examinees to copy from each other’s 
papers. At the recent first examination in Kavya, the son of Pandit Pramatha 
Nath Tarkabhusan, Professor of the Sanskrit College, appeared as' an examinee, 
and on his failure to answer the questions set, a certain guard told him the 
answers. Considering these irregularities, it would be better to transfer the 
charge of conducting the first and second examinations in Sanskrit to the 
authorities of the Calcutta University than to keep it in the hands of the 


The recent Sanskrit examina: 
tions. . 


Principal of the Sanskrit College. i 


16. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 25th March says that it has been . 


prepenes by the authorities that in future posts 9 1904, 
1D | 


overnment service should be filled by nomin- 


ation, and not by competitive examination open 
to all educated natives, Will Lord Curzon be called an educational reformer 
after this? He should rather be named the destroyer of high education. 


Appointment to Government 
service by nomination. 


17. The Bangavasi en | of the 26th March writes:— ee 
The rigorous rules which Government proposes March 26th, 1004, | 
Th v 1 . 7 { . @2,e@ . 
cae eee Resolution on to enforce with regard to the recognition of, and : 


the giving of grants-in-aid to, schools, make it 


extremely doubtful whether intermediate education will at all improve in this . | | 


country under their operation. India is a ‘very poor country, and it is 

therefore not in a position to' manage schools without help from Government. 

But under the proposed conditions it will. be almost impossible for most schools 

to obtain Government grants-in-aid. It can never be safe in all cases to. | 
depend upon the reports of inspecting officers in order to ascertain the merits oy 
or demerits of schools, the character and qualifications of teachers, and whether eee 


Manbhum district, is trying to gain a notoriety for a i 
ore the ing of i 
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or no the conditions of Government grant-in-aid are being observed. Tho 
first difficulty that will present itself will be in the direction of securing a 
Government grant. Moreover, schools not in receipt of such grants will be 
subjected to the same restrictions as schools receiving them. If the unaided 
schools refuse to come under these restrictions they will forfeit their recog- 
nition by the Department. It is highly objectionable on the part of Government 
to exercise such undue interference over schools that do not receive a farthing 
of the public money. Another important fact ought not to be lost sight of: 
the same rules for grant-in-aid cannot be applicable to all parts of the country, 
as different conditions obtain in different localities. The result of the 
enforcement of a uniform system of grant-in-aid rules cannot but be disastroug 
to the cause of that intermediate education towards the improvement of which 
the efforts of Government are proposed to be directed. It is strange that 
Government should seem to be so unmindful of these matters. 
Then comes the question of the examination of intermediate schools, 
Government has not yet indicated how this examination 1s to be conducted, 
although it says that the examination, to be of any use, must be thorough 
and efficient. We hope Government will make such srrangements as are 
| calculated to further the cause of intermediate education. 
Darry Hrravani, 18, The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th March publishes a 
March 29th, 1904. cartoon in which a dead body, meant for high 
education in India, is represented as being carried 
by a crowd of Indian students of all castes and creeds. The letter-press is 
poem in which the students are described as crying ‘“‘ hartbol, haribol” over the 
dead body and referring to Lord Curzon as the cause of the death of high 
education in India. | 


A cartoon. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


_ BUMRID, 19, The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 14th March complains that the tax- 
—— } collector of the Noakhali Municipality illegally 
he! a oo * the realised Rs. 5-4 as tax and extra charges from 

eames one Isan Chandra Das, a shop-keeper. The atten- 


ae re eee ee Mery Ce EN re ie ae 
ei a sian, Lie pli Sees REO RSE So 2 CT ee 
ns rt . vale , we 
A Oy PS SS: 


tion of the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner is drawn 
to the matter. De ) 

VaIDIg, 20. The Vatdik [Khulna] of the 19th March says that though charitable 
see eam dispensaries are established for the purpose ‘of 
rendering medicial aid only to the poor, they are, 
as a matter of fact, also resorted to by well-to-do 
people. The result of this is that many dispensaries run short of their stock 
of medicines before the year is out and, then, even the poor have to go 


without proper medicines. This ought to be checked by the authorities of 
such dispensaries, 


Use of charitable dispensaries 
by well-to-do people. 


a . > .* Pou ee ~~ aN a ’ r. > 
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: Sonmip, 21. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 23rd March writes that there is a 
ee ay eee _ great uproar in the Noakhali town at the rumour 
= dgled eden of muni- that the municipal tax will be increased. It is 


said that everything in this connexion is being 
done in secret, This is highly objectionable. A general raising of the tax 


would be unjust. The authorities should increase the tax of only. those who 
have been underassessed, 


22. The authorities should enquire, savs the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- 


oe ee Ananda Bazar. Patrika [Calcutta] of the 23rd 
Mee Ba leet: et mulls near March, whether or no the owners of the riparian 


Mareh u8rd, 1906. | | mills near Calcutta are actually obeying the 
Government orders regarding septic tank latrines in such mills. As a matter . 
of fact, they have cancelled their agreements with the Municipalities in their 
neighbourhood for the service of mehters. How is then the night-soil in the 

>» mills being removed now ? | 


Dany Hitavam, | 29 Lhe Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th March says that dead rats’ 
March 27tb, 1904. | _ are now found every day lying at the junction 
need rate in the Calcutta of Chitpur Road and Canning Street in Calcutta. 
| | On the 25th instant one dead rat was found lying 
near the hackney carriage stand at the Fauzdari Balakhana, On the following 


jr 
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arcass was found trampled upon and mutilated by passengers and 
a lying by its side, Such is the manner in which the manici 
servants discharge their duties in this plague season. | 


(g)—Ratlways and communica tions, including canals and trrigation. 


94. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 14th "March says that the Luxam 

public have benefited by the opening of the railway 

- Want of a latrine in the rail- {¢ ) Noakhali. But the hotel at Luxam, though it 

way eel Enea has accommodation for women, has no latrine 
arrangements, This should be remedied. . 


(h)— General. | 


25. “Nityananda Deb Sarma” writes in the Basumati [Calcutta] of th 
19th March:— | 

The policy of “divide and rule” is an essen- 
tial principle in politics. You want to frustrate this policy of Lord Curzon by 


Uselessness of native agitation. 


your arguments and logic and your cries. It is sheer folly. Therefore, be. 
quiet, my boys. Be sure that cries and entreaties can never make the rulers 


deviate from their path of duty. Whatever they desire to do, they will do, 


without at all minding your protests which only serve to increase their std, 


I have always observed that the greater the agitation and the protest, the 
keener becomes the sense of duty on the part of Government officials. ‘This has 
been proved in a short time by the Delhi Darbar, the Universities Bill, the 
Official Secrets Bill, and also by the proposal to build the Victoria Memorial 
Hall. An additional proof is supplied by the agitation on the dismemberment 
question. You are so shameless that aiboesh you know all] these things, you 


are crying loudly and shouting, ‘‘ Here is a blind beggar asking for alms.” | 


This is altogether useless, If it is the will of the rulers to create a new 
province by erecting a wall through Bengal, this will surely be accomplished. 
A new Governor and new civilians will come and take up the work. You 
must sell your plough-cattle to provide their salary ; sell sc, 


intelligent; we are enjoying great a rr oy through your favour,” | 
26. The Suhrid tN oakhali] of the 23rd March complains that the mela 
pee accounts have not yet been published. Certain 


ankets, bedding, 
and water-pots to pay the taxes and exclaim, ‘‘O Lord, O Curzon, you are very - 


SUMRID, 
March 14th, 1604, 


BasvuMati, 


| March 19th, 1904, 


SvugRIp, 
March 28rd, 1904. 


persons charged with the distribution of prizes 


deprived some people of their prizes. But the injustice reached the ears of 


Maulvi Bazlal Rahim, Khan Bahadur, who gave away the prizes to the deserving 
persons. | , nee : 


27. It,is believed in many quarters, says the Sri Sré- Vishnu . Priya-o- 


Lend Curson at Kalighat. Ananda Bazar Patrika acasras of the 23rd March 


that Lord Curzon’s unexpected visit to the Hindu 


temple at Kalighat, Calcutta, was occasioned by the rumour that the Hindus 


of Calcutta would, after holding the protest meeting in the Town Hall, repair 


Sri Sr: VisEnxe 
PRIY4-0- 
ANaYDa BaZzaR 
PaTRIKA, 


March 28rd, 1904, 


to the temple to pray tothe goddess Kalito save Bengal from the threatened — 


partition. It is not known whether His Excellency made a vow to offer any 
sacrifice to the gonions for the success of his project. Butitisnot impossible for 
a man like Lord Curzon, who presented a mosque with a beautiful lantern for 


the Parpowe, Ne pleasing the Musalmans, to show reverence to Hindu deities. 


A gift ‘ safel y given birth to a daughter. Respectable 
Om capers of tack Cure. Toiiias” dsiilaie sweetmeats on such a 


Cannot the Indian people therefore claim some gift from Lord Curzon for the 


happy birth of his daughter ? And they will consider themselves highly 
gratified in this respect if His Excellency drops the proposal of the dismember- 
ment of Bengal. | | i, aroaeas 
29. ‘The same paper writes as follows:— A | - 

| Thanks to the proposal to dismember Bengal, 
we are now fully convinced that national life is not 
yet totally extinct in this province. The testimony 
borne by the enthusiasm which,marked the proceedings of the'monster meeting 


in the Town Hall will remain recorded in ineffaceable characters in the 
political history of this province. ' ogee 


The protest meeti 
war protest meeting at the Town 


\ \ 
\ 


} Bes. ) \ 
\ \ , 


€ same paper is glad that Her Excellency Lady Curzon has 
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Representatives of all sections of the people—Hindus, Musalmans, Brah- 
mos, Christians, reises, raiyats, rich and poor, attended the meeting. 

Will Lord Curzon regard this, too, as a spurious agitation? Man is liable 
to many errors and may be made to see his errors. But not so with wilful 
error. Lord Curzon now sees that it is not possible for bim to hide the sun 
with his palm. He may indeed, if he likes, shut his eyes to the sun of truth 
and thus prevent himself from beholding its rays, but he cannot thereby 
prevent the world, too, from seeing that bright light. All the reasonings or 
unreasonings of Government will prove totally powerless to repress the stormy, 
tumultuous, and sobbing waves of national life that were witnessed in the Town 
Hall the other day. 

We do not say that there were no students of colleges and schools in the 
Town Hall, but their number was very small. Aged and respectable people 


who never came to Calcutta before, came to it, on that occasion, from the far 


mufassal, to attend the meeting. Lord Curzon may make light of this large 
attendance, but every thoughtful and far-sighted statesman will see behind this 
pular demonstration a lively play of the forces of national life side by side 
with the authority of Government, that will admonish him to respect public 
Op: tion. ree 
We have every hope that Lord Curzon will listen to this unanimous prayer 
of the people. : : 
— 80. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 24th March writes that it is not in 
the power of Lord Curzon to dismember Bengal. 
The transfer question. In 
declared with a flourish of his stick that he could, with a single stroke of his pen, 
incorporate Dacca, Mymensingh, and Chittagong with Assam, Lord Curzon is 


- close upon 50 years old, and yet he has not been ableto shake off childish 


SaNnsIvani, 


forwardness. He ought to have known that he cannot transfer East Bengal to 
Assam with a stroke of his pen. Under the Act passed in 1853, any territory 
ander the jurisdiction of a Lieutenant-Governor cannot be transferred to a 
Chief Commissionership. He is perhaps ignorant of this law. The Weekly 
Notes has raised this point of law, and it has been supported by the well-known 
barrister, Mr. Hill. The opinion of eminent barristers in England should be 
taken on this question. | 
81, The same paper has the following :— ) 
The Bengalee writes that there is a rumour in 
. sed ee Ra | o Chief the town that Mr. Macpherson, Chief Secretary to 
ico. SC the:«<Government of Bengal, went to the office of 
the Sanjivani and tried to collect information about 
the agitation on the dismemberment question from the Editor. We are so 
at these remarks of the Bengalee. By publishing these remarks the paper has 
acted most unjustly. ‘The Chief Secretary, Mr. Macpherson, is a perfect gentle- 


- man; a gentleman like him is seldom met with. He paid a visit to us and said 


Dacca GazETTs, 
March 28th, 1904, 


that His Excellency the Viceroy and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor had 
read the articles published in the Sanjivani on the transfer question, and that 
His Honour desired him to thank us, as he was particularly pleased with the 
articles. This incident shows nothing but the high-mindedness of His Honour 
and his Chief Secretary. There was, no doubt, along conversation about the 
agitation on the dismemberment of Bengal with the Chief Secretary, but we 


‘must entirely deprecate the insinuation that he came to us for the purpose of 


worming out private information. 
32, The Soltan [Calcutta] of the wee Moreh says that East Bengal os 
on no account be severed from West Bengal. But 
Spe peogenns tenneiee. if the authorities are determined to take the calami- 
tous step, Dacca should be made the capital of the new province. This would 
be the best of a bad bargain, | 
33. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 28th March has the following 


The: Calcutta Town Hall meeting. — in its English columns:— 


this or that measure proposed by Government, but the oldest living man 


amongst us cannot call bac to mind an agitation which could even approach _ 


\ | \ 
\ \ - 


is speech at Mymensingh His Excellency 


oe r _ ‘The proposed partition of Bengal has evoked 
an expression of public opinion unprecedented in its volume and intensity in 
this part of the country. The pe mind was no doubt exercised over 
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the present one. The popular views on the question of partition were 
focussed with unusual vigour and the unquestionable sincerity of conviction 
at the Town Hall meeting held in the afternoon of the 18th March. The 
Calcutta Town Hall has accommodated under its noble roof many public 
meetings held on important public occasions and under distinguished auspices. 
We know public meetings held there even under the august presidency of 
the Viceory, but never before was a spectacle presented there as on the 
last occasion. The upper floor of the spacious’ hall ay ge: J meant for 
the meeting, was found at once inadequate to accommodate the vast concourse 
of men that began to pour in in swarms from 1 o'clock in the day, though the 
meeting was timed at 5 p.m. Two simultaneous meetings were then held, 
one in the upper and one in the ground floor, every available inch was 
occupied and many had to go back from absolute want of room. The 
importance of the meeting was due not to its numerical strength alone, but 
the audience was singularly inspired by a strong sense of threatened wrong 
and a yet stronger sense of duty. | 

The proposal of this uncalled-for dismemberment of Bengal has so deeply 
stirred the public mind that for once even the titled gentry all over the 
country have felt bound to come out from their luxurious retirement to 
give vent to their feelings in no disguised language. It has been the creed 
of our peoples to curry favour with the powers that be even at a considerable 
cost, but the present has been an occasion when even the dead bones have 
found utterance, as it were. | 

Persons ever remarkable for the sobriety of their speech have been com- 
pelled by the very force of circumstances to use strong language. We 
confess that strong language has been used, but we are not sure that the 
occasion did not call for stronger language. Even Raja Peary Mohan 
Mukerjea, President of the Town Hall meeting, asserted that the nation 
declined to be captured by the transparent fallacy. The speeches of Messrs. 
Ghaznavi and ©, R. Dass, the Maharaja of Natore, and the Hon’ble Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Bose, amongst others, ought to convince anybody that still 
wanted evidence of the genuineness of the agitation, | 


The Viceregal orations at Chittagong, Dacca, and Mymensingh were 
so unlike Lord Cruzon’s that we were surprised by their utter and‘ open 
disregard of public opinion, by the offensively supercilious tone that pervaded. 
them, by the open demand of monopoly of all wisdom for the Vieerogal 
circle, by the polemical temper of the speeches, so unworthy of a Viceroy. 


Occupying the singularly august position that His Excellency does, people 


expect the Viceroy to be far above the popular contest that disturbs the 


atmosphere below. We have a right to expect that the Viceroy should 
never enter the arena, but from his exalted seat should speak, when necessary, 


the language of wisdom, of peace, of contentment, of hope, and advice inspired. - 


by a sense of strong jJust.ce and deep sympathy for the people entrusted ‘to. 
his supreme care. | 2 | , 


The Viceroy’s inconsiderate utterances in East Bengal necessitated tho 


meeting at the Calcutta Town Hall, and we believe the assembly did duly 
discharge the task on behalf of the people of Bengal, and we hope His 
Excellency will no longer delude himself with the belief that the agitation 
is after all a sham affair. er se ee 

34. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 19th March bestows high eulogy 


Mr. Streatfeild, the District UP Mr. Streatfeild, the District Magistrate of 
Magistrate of arial ~Barisal, for his love of justice, cheerful disposition, 


; aud sympathy with the people. He made satis- 
actory arrangements for the Entrance candidates at the Barisal centre, who. 


wore put to serious trouble by the arbitrary conduct of the Superintendent 
Maulvi Abdul Salem. _, Officers unjustly treated by the District Su rintendent 
of Police are now getting justice from the District Magistrate. The Magis- 
_ trate fined a European, named Mr.‘ Wetherell for beating his cook. 


- 85. The Murshidabad reg [Murshidabad] of the 23rd March says that 
eB eR Mr. Arnot, the Executive Engineer of the Nadia 
Nadia Rivers Diving" * ‘*® Rivers Division, makes his” oles “alesRs work 
: | extremely hard. He regularly holds his office 
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March 19th, 1904. 
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till 8-30 or 9 pat. The hardship which is thus caused to the poor clerks is 
easily conceivable. 


86. It has been said in the official report on native-owned newspapers 
for the year 1902-1903, says the Sri Sri Vishnu 
owned newspapers. Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
23rd March, that such papers sympathised with the 
Boers during the Boer war, but when peace was established all of them wrote 
articles in favour of the English. The gentleman who has written this report 
must be a man of biased ideas and one who is accustomed to write his review 


of newspapers without actually touching them. 


The official report ‘on native- 


37. A correspondent of the same paper says :— 
(1) If a person happens to lose his Postal 
The Fost Office Savings Bank. = Savings Bank pass-book he has to pay Re. 1 fora 
fresh book. This is a very hard rule. The price for a fresh pass-book 
ought not to be more than four annas. | : 


(2) Formerly any sum up to Rs. 500 could be deposited in the Postal 
Savings Bank every year by one person. A few years ago this maximum was 
reduced to Rs. 200, but it should again be raised to Rs. 500. Middle class men - 
who have daughters to marry soon will be greatly benefited by the proposed 
change. | 


(3) The interest allowed to depositors in the Savings Bank should be 
raised to its former rate, viz., Rs, 3-12 per cent. per annum. 


38. The Sanjtvani [Calcutta] of the 24th March writes that Lord Curzon 
Stao Visiesta Mtenietad Wali has decided to build the Victoria Memorial Hall 
© Nictoria Memoria’ “son the site on which the Harinbari Jail now stands. 
The jail buildings will be dismantled, and the cost of their reconstruction at 
Alipur will be not less than five or six lakhs of rupees, a heavy sum which 
the people of Bengal will be made to pay. Whatis even worse, the mischief 
does not end here. As the jail will be removed to Alipur, it has teen found 
necessary to bring Alipur under the jurisdiction of the Original Side of the | 
High Court. Consequently the: Judge’s Court and the Magistrate’s Court at 
Alipur will have to be removed to another place, and the cost of removal will 
be not less than three or four lakhs of rupees, Thus, in proposing to build 
the Victoria Memorial Hall, Lord Curzon is going to waste eight or nine lakhs 
of the people’s money. His Excellency is in the habit of rashly undertaking 


a task, the consequences of which the people have to suffer. A strong protest 
ought to be made against this. 


39. The same paper hears that Mr. Hundley, first Judge of the 
- Calcutta Small Cause Court, will be appointed 

as a Judge of the High Court in the place of 
ae Gis Mr, Justice Harington going home on leave. 
Who is going to be appointed to fill up the resulting vacancy in the Small 
Cause Court? On a ‘similar occasion in 1902, gradual promotion was given 
to the other Judges, and Babu Lalgopal Sen, Sub-J a was appointed as 
the fifth Judge. It is to be hoped that the same course will be followed on 
this occasion also, and that the same eminent officer, Babu Lalgopal Sen, 
will be appointed as the fifth Judge of the Calcutta Sma!l Cause Court. 


40. The same paper is sorry to hear that a European barrister, 
Mr. J.G. Woodroffe, is to’ be appointed to the 
post shortly to be vacated by Mr. Justice Ameer 


a ; Ali, Such an appointment would be a grave 
injustice to the entire Muhammadan community of Bengal, Bihar, and 


Orisea, as well as of Assam. Considering that ‘learned barristers and vakils 

are not rare now-a-days among the Muhammadan community, ‘a worthy 

aaa Sage Mr. Justice Ameer Ali may easily be found. Maulvi Sayid Samsul 

uda, Mr. Nural Huda, and Mr. Abdur Rahim, barrister-at-law, are ali compe- 

tent men. The last-named gentleman is now a Police Magistrate of Calcutta, 

and Government may appoint him, especially as Mr. Justice Ameer Ali, before 
e 


he was appointed as a Judge of High Court, held the post of a Police 
Magistrate of Calcutta. : ae . 


iN 


A probable vacancy in the 
Small Cause Court, Calcutta. 


The successor of Mr. Justice 
Ameer Ali. 


( 333 ) 


41, The Mthir-o-Sudhakar Ne cutta] of the 25th March takes exception 
oo to the appointment of Mr. J. G. Woodroffe as an 
Mr. Justice Ameer Ali's succes- Officiating Judge of the Calcutta High Court vice 

sor. Mr. Justice Ameer Ali, and urges that the post 
should be given to a Musalman vakil The Musalman community will be 
highly gratified if Maulavi Muhammad Yusuf, the well-known vakil of the 
High Court, is selected by Government to officiate for Mr. Justice Ameer Ali. 


49, The Attavarta [Calcutta ] of the 27th March is sorry that a European 

- is going to officiate for Mr. Ameer Ali as a Judge of 

Mr. Justice Ameer Ali’s Locum tenens, the Calcutta eg A sgpe It og believed that a 

) tent Musalman would be appointed in his place, and by appointing a 

ne se to that post the High Coast has superseded the claims of many 
Hindu and Musalman members of the Calcutta Bar. 


43. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March writes as follows :— 
The authorities assert that because last year 
oe See every department yielded a large revenue, the 
condition of the people of the country must be very prosperous. But we do 
not consider the amount of revenue realised as the test of the people’s prosperity, 
because the authorities realise them with great rigidity even in times of famine. 
However that may be, we shall be glad to see the surplus applied to making 
a further reduction in the salt-tax and not wasted in the frontiers. The tax 
must be further reduced by at least one rupee per maund, in order to be at all 
appreciated by poor people who never buy more than one or two pice worth 
of salt at a time. 


44, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th March says that up to the year — 
1865 there were 8 copyists, 16 section-writers, and 


Maltreatment of copyists inthe 4 senior copyist in the office of the Board of 
Board of Mevenue ome. Revenue. In 1866 Mr. T. Jones abolished the 
posts of the section-writers and made them permanent copyists. So that in 
that year there were 24 copyists, besides 1 senior copyist, in that office.. Since 
then 3 of them have been transferred to the Excise Commissioner’s office, 
2 tothe Salt Rawana Department, 1 to the Old Record Department, 1 to 

the Sharistadar’s Department, | to the Opium Sale Accounts Department, 2 to 
the two section routine branches, and 1 to the Stationery Accounts Depart- 
ment. There are, therefore, now only 13 copyists in the Board’s office, 
besides the senior copyist whose duty is merely to supervise their work. In 
spite of this glaring fact, Mr. Wheeler informed the Bengal Government, in a 
letter dated the Ist July 1903, that there were 16 copyists in the office. 
Whence did he procure this information ? ieee 


If any letter happens to be a little delayed in copying, the Secretary and 
the Superintendent become fiery, and ascribe the delay to the laziness and 
perversity of the copyists. Unfortunately the Secretary finds no time and 
opportunity to inspect their work personally and see with his own eyes how 
every one of this handful of copyists performs the duties of two men. He 
_ remains satisfied with any story which Mr. Yakchee pleases to pour into his 
ears. ‘The poor copyists work like machines and are rewarded with only hard 
and abusive words. ‘Their broken tables, with no locks and having no jarash 


to dust them, and the miserable condition of the stationery puppies to them, | 


also bespeak the treatment which they receive at the hands of their superiors, 
They have even to ey up stones from streets to make pappr-weights with for 


their office use. Such a state of things does not speak well for a big office 
like that of the Board of Revenue. . 


45, The same paper ac. thet Government ought te wee up ? 
number of Indians of tried ability for the teach- 
or tae see pam ing staff of the Pusa . hericslturel College, 
because Englishmen brought out from England will require a good deal of 
time to gain an adequate knowledge of Indian agriculture, however learned 
and experienced they may be in English agriculture. The authorities ought 
not, therefore, to incur the larger expenditure that would be necessary if 
teachers were to be imported from England for the College. ae 


Fae | 
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46. The Aitavarta [Calcutta] of the 27th March gays that a notice ha, 
been issued to all owners of —— in the 
Jalpaiguri district that they sh keep their 
- animals in readiness for the immediate use of the 
Viceroy who is going there on a hunting excursion, but nothing has been said 
in the notice about the hire that should be paid on that account. Hig 
Excellency ought to be kind to the owners of the animals, = 
47. The same paper is sorry that the Superintendent of the Govern. 
ll aii ial om cong and yreong ee has fixed his 
complaint against the Superin- office hours from A.M., P.M., inst 
a ee oe Ore, calanines . 
these long office hours many clerks have taken leave and some have appli 
for pension. The higher authorities ought to direct their attention to the 


matter, 


An official circular in the Jalpai- 


ILI, —LE£EGISLATION. 


48. What is the good of opposing the proposal of Government, asks 
(itt. . ee —. o of the 22nd March ? 
ee All the educated men in the country condemned 
the Universities Bill, and all the elected members in the Legislative Council 
opposed it; yet the majority in the Council defeated all opposition. Such 
unequal contests should be avoided. Was there nothing in the 105 proposed 
amendments which could pierce through the solid square formed by the 17 
members? Never will the people of this country forget the sad memory of 
Lord Curzon. | | 
49, In an article —— : pe Reg br exe Bill Reg been passed—The 
na urial of the University,” the Sanjivani [Calcutta 
The Universities Bill. of the 24th March aie as tallous — 
Last Monday the Universities Bill was passed. In vain did Mr. Gokhale, 
Dr. Asutosh, Nawab Sayid Muhammad, and Rai Bahadur Sriram try to oppose 
its passing. Lord Curzon and his associates have killed the University, which 
dies at the 47th year of its existence. ? | ‘ 


What Mr. Pedler said, 


The discussions on the Universities Bill have thoroughly revealed the 
character of Mr. Pedler. hh supporting the section in the Bill which provides 
that graduates guilty of heinous offences may be deprived of their degrees, 
Mr. Pedler said that he had seen a convict graduate in the Andamans, Again, 
when it was proposed that the Chancellor should select a certain number of 
‘Professors in the private colleges as Fellows, Mr. Pedler opposed the proposal 
and remarked that when he was Meteorological Reporter, a certain clerk of 
his, while daily attending office from 10-80 a.m. to 5 P.M., managed to pass the 
B. A. Examination by lecturing in some college ; it was' there ore: difficult to 
say who was a Professor in a private college and who was not. From enaui 
we have come to learn that Babu Sarat Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, Vakil, High 
Court, was at one time Mr. Pedler’s clerk, and that he used to teach in the 
School Department of the Doveton College and appeared at the B. A. Examina- 
tion as a schoolmaster. He was not a Professor in any College; yet Mr. Pedler 
made an unfounded statement before His Excellency the Viceroy and deluded 
the other members of the Legislative Council! We do notknow who that 
convict graduate is whom Mr. Pedler saw in the Andamans. If he will mention 


his name we may be in a position to judge how far Mr. Pedler’s statement may 
be relied upon. 


Mr. Pedler waxed eloquent in cryin down the Calcutt ~ — 
eaid: “Have Indian graduates exten g lcutta University. He 


made any original investigation?” od 'the bounds of knowledge, sed have they 


But big words such as these do not come well from the mouth of a man 
like Mr. Pedler; they ill become him who is ignorant even of the English 
| alphabet ; they do not hear well when uttered by a man who does not know 
the correct spelling of the word " accommodation.” But, admitting that 
Bengali boys cannot make any original investigation, how many original 
investigations has Mr. Pedler made who was a Professor of Chemi 


mistry for 28 
ears and who boasts that he is a very great man becauge he is the Director of 
ublic Instruction ? , | . 


, \ 
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Mr. Pedler said that the only object of education in Bengal was to earn 
money- But for what has Mr. Pedler himself come here? Is he not selling 
tion ? ee | “ 
a Gokhale plainly and fearlessly told Lord Curzon that Indians would 
be practically deprived of all powers: in University matters by the prop 
legislation, and that Englishmen who meant to stay in the country only for a short 
time ought not to be entrusted with the sole managemeat of the Universities. 
Lord Curzon ought to know that Mr. Gokhale was born a Mahratta, and that 
therefore not all Lord Curzon’s reproaches could daunt him. Whom need he 
foar in this world whose daily bread consists of a handful of chana? Lord 
Curzon was deeply offended at the remark that Englishmen had only a tem- 
porary interest in this country. His Excellency retorted: ‘Only temporary— 
es, but there is many an Englishman who gives 35 years of the best of his 
life to this country, and who is willing to work himself even unto death for 
the sake of duty to an alien people. Are the Indians quite confident that there 
would be many of them willing in the converse case to do the same? [| 
venture to think that, if there were set down in two tables the services that 
have been rendered to India by her temporary and her permanent friends, the 
former would not come so badly out of the comparison.” —s. 
Many Fnglishmen no doubt pass the best part of their lives ‘in India. 
May we enquire, is it for India’s good or to secure a competency in life that 
they spend 35 years of their lives in this country? We wish to know whether 
it is for duty’s sake or for the sake of their pay that they are prepared to 
remain here till the last moment of their lives. Lord Curzon asks if Indians 
‘can devote the best period of their lives for the good of persons who are not 
related to them. Certainly lakhs of Indians would be ready to do the same 
amount of good and under the same conditions to England, Canada or Australia 
as His Excellency and hundreds of Englishmen are doing to India. If, for 
instance, Mr. Gokhale were made Prime Minister of England or Governor- 
General of Canada, he would surely do a great deal of good to those countries. 
His Excellency has certainly gauged the ability of Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Asutosh, 
before whose genius all the members of the Legislative Council grew so pale. 
Give responsible offices to Indians, and it will be seen that they acquit 
themselves re ages 7 : oe 
Mr, Gokhale said that if University chairs, laboratories, and museums had _ 
to be provided, the money would have to be found by Government. Lord 
Curzon was much offended by this remark and said: ‘‘ Exactly, but why? 
There is plenty of wealth among his own countrymen if they are willing to 
devote it to these objects.” Lord Curzon has seen the Delhi Darbar, the 
wealth of the Maharaja of Benares, the jewels of Scindia, J eypore, and the 
Nizam. Does he therefore conclude that Mr. Gokhale’s countrymen possess 
enormous wealth? His Excellency is perhaps not aware that the Rajas are 
going to be reduced to penury in their eagerness to please the rulers 
50. A student correspondent of the Mthir-o-Sudhakar ee) the 
25th March writes a poem under the heading “A 
ee __ dirge, written on the occasion of the passing of the 
Universities Bill,” in which the alna mater is described as killed by the heart- 
less destroyer of all things, the yama, and mourned over by Hindus and 
Musalmans alike, | = ae 
51. The Aitavadi Onlontin) a the oe. March writes as follows:— . , 
nee aaa _  4&t last the Universities Bill has been passe 
, " — - at __ into law in spite of all opposition. The suthoriiien 
have maintained their zid. We do not den y that the working of the Indian 
Universities was faulty, but we regret that the new legislation will seriously 
retard its reform and circumscribe the sphere of education instead of es 
it. What can be a matter of greater regret than that the existing evils wil 
continue in spite of the change? _ ee ia | 
We congratulate the dissentient members of the Supreme Legislative 
Council on the strenuous dpposition they offered to the passing of the Bill. 
Theirs was & fruitless opposition, as it was bound to be, against the desires 
of a despotic government. Had not the University been the stepping-stone 
to almost all spheres of labour, such as the law, medicine, engineering, service, 
etc., the new legislation would not have concerned us much. tt is not 


‘ 


A poem. 
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reformation but destruction which it will effect. We do not deny that we have 

been pleased with some of the provisions of the new law, but we shall 
deal with the evils which it will create. A reconstitution of the Senate and 
the Syndicate on the lines marked out would greatly hamper the path of 
education. Scope for partiality decreases in proportion as the number of 
members v with responsibility is increased. It is not possible fora 
committee of ten people to do an act of favouritism as easily as it is for one 
person. When worthless books like that of Sir William Lee-Warner have been 
made text-books even in these days, we shudder to imagine what the state 
of things will be when the number of senators will be reduced, The autho- 
rities preach reform, but they are extremely parsimonious in spending money 
necessary to secure it. Money will not surely flow in from all directions ag 
soon as the Bill has been passed. The new law will do no good to the Indian 
Universities. Its object is to bring them completely under official control. 
An attempt has been made in it to maintain a standing official majority in the 
Senates.. Such professors as have a very close touch with the Universities 
have been deprived of the privilege of being elected as senators, 
62. Referring to the stricture which was passed on the 19th March 
last by Lord Curzon on the non-official mem- 
a and Parliamentary bers of His Excellency’s Council in regard to 
| lengthy interpellations, the same paper writes as 

follows:— 

It would not do for His Excellency to cite the procedure which is followed 
in Parliament, simply because it suits his purpose to do go in the particular 
matter in question. The example of that august body if followed here, 
should be followed in every branch of the Indian administration. In England 

ublic opinion has a great value of its own, and public agitation there is never 
Leated at as got-up agitation. What is not Mr. Chamberlain doing to get up 
an agitation on the tariff question? Can the authorities in England Sota 


that agitation as spurious? If not, why did Lord Curzon take the Mymensingh 
Association to task for furthering the agitation against the proposed transfer? 
Where was his Parliamentary experience at that time? Such conduct does 


not speak well for a representative of the Sovereign. | oa 
Day Hitavant, 53. The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 26th March writes :— 


March 26tb, 1904. — os tae a We cannot but thank the authorities for 
we ov having passed the Co-operative Credit Societies 
Act, But we are grieved to find that the measure 
is not characterised by that generous spirit, the evidence of which the public 
had expected to see in it. Government, which knows how to divide a people, 
has been very careful to exclude the middle class people and the money- 
lending classes from the benefit of the proposed co-operative societies. No 
member will be allowed to deposit more than Rs. 250 in any bank, or to 
purchase shares nN more than a tenth of its- capital. According to 
the authorities, the establishment of numerous small banks would be more 
desirable than that of one large bank. Government favours the establishment 
of similar societies for the artisans also, But the artisans of two or more 
villages will not be allowed to form co-operative societies like the agriculturists, 
The care which Government takes to prevent the union of the artisans of 
one village with those of another will not give satisfaction to anybody. : 
‘We do not know how far the other provisions of the Act will be accept- 
able to the public. No society will be permitted to make any loan without 
the sanction of Government, nor will Government help any society with more 
than two thousand rupees, If the funds of any society fall short of two 
thousand rupees, Government will help it with a sum equal to its existing 
capital. Government will have the power of attaching the funds of any 
society, though other creditors will not be allowed to do so. And there are 
very good reasons to fear that Collectors and other officers of Government 
will. have power, though indirectly, to exercise their authority over the funds 
of these societies as well as on the societies themselves. , eae 
_ Weare yet doubtful of the benefits this measure is likely to confer on 
the agricultural population of India. For, how can those cultivators become 
members of the proposed societies who are already involved in debt? How 
can other people be induced to carry on money transactions with them? When 


y 
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similar societies were formed in Germany, Government made special-arrange: . 
ments to pay off the old debts of the cultivators. Does the Government of 
India propose to make any such arrangements? In the Act we do not find 
any provision for paying off the old debts of the cultivators. We fail therefore 
to understand of what benefit it can be to cultivators who are immersed 


in debt. 
VI .— MISCELLANEOUS. 


«#64. The Praiyna Sage of the 23rd March publishes a cartoon in 
which a lion is represented as laying his fore- 
Sane. paws on the tusks of a boar. In the letter-press 
the lion expresses his desire to humble and tyrannise over all other animals 
of the forest. = ; ; | 
55, Referring to the impending departure of His Excellence the 
Viceroy from India, the Daily Aitavadt [Calcutta | 

Departure of Lord Curzon from of the 26th March writes:— 
— It may be that Lord Curzon’s career in India 


will end with his departure for England. But we do not venture to hope for 


so much, a8 we are particularly unlucky. But if he should retire for good, 
India may be saved for the present. Lord Curzon is going home after 
increasing the trouble in the North-West Frontier, making war imminent in 
Tibet, disturbing Eastern India by his proposal to dismember Bengal, and 

utting the people in fetters bY means of rigorous laws. We are afraid to 
think that he might do worse things if he should return, and therefore desire 
that he may not return. May he live e"}° may he be the Prime Minister of 
England; but we should be very happy if he should never come back to India, 


Lord Elgin was gentle and quiet, like King Log in Msop’s fables. But 


Lord Curzon, like King Stork, has made the lives of the people miserable by 


his merciless pecking. There has been no end of his administrative acts, and 
the people have had no rest or relief. All his honeyed words have failed to 
please the people. He has preserved many ancient relics; pulled down many 
ancient edifices and reconstructed them ; and pleased men’s fancies by exhibit- 
ing elephant dances and by making princes dance. But whatever his real 
object, the people could not be won over. 

It is a fact that we never saw such an active ruler, But his activity being 
mixed up with adverse qualities, alarmed rather than pleased the people. As 
on the one hand, the reduction of the salt duty and the raising of the taxable 
minimum of income gave rise to hopes, so on the other, the city improvement 
scheme and the Victoria Memorial project excited alarm. The desire to 
repress the turbulent European soldier is more than balanced by the undue 
preferential treatment of Kurasians.. He honoured newspaper editors, but at 


the same. time gained an unenviable notoriety by depriving them of ‘their: 


freedom. It is true he encouraged learning by reforming and reorganising 


the Imperial Library, but it is equally true that he laid the axe at the root of: 
education by en. ts ‘the new educational system and introducing 


changes in the 
OS Gea | 

Lord Curzon isia powerful man; but still he failed to make the people 
happy. When he first came to this country he raised great expectations in the 
minds of the people. ; But his arrogance,‘ love of power, and thoughtlessness 
have disappointed all men. The Indian equally with the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity has been displeased, with him. Whatever fawning and hypocritical 


niversity. For what merit of his, then, should the people love 


PRATIS¥A, 
March 23rd, 1904, 


Dalty Hitava Dt, 
March 26th, 1904 


sycophants may say to the contrary, it is undeniable that such an unpopular ~ 


iceroy never came out to India. Whatever wily people may say to gain 
their o ject, an intelligent man like Lord Curzon certainly perceives the truth. 
He had given many hopes by his words, but in practice everything vanished 
like bubbles of water. All his proposals of reform ended in mere words, 
Where is he now and where are his reforms ? | pee ee 
He had come to this country io a guise different from that in which he is 
now leaving it. ' We are happy that he is going, and our heart’s desire will be 
fulfilled if he does not come back. If a man of his resources had been mindful 
of India’s good, if he had taken a greater pride in alleviating the misery of 
the Indian people than in the: gratification of his love of pomp and power, 
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then, to-day, where he isdeparting from these shores, thousands would have 
been bathed in tears and sung his praise. Indeed, the pang of separation 
would have been felt by the whole country. But instead of that we are 
cherishing the hope that he may not return, Was there ever a Viceroy who 
excited such universal dislike ? | 
56. Referring to the passing of the Official Secrets Act the Universities. 
™, 6 + and public Act: and a number of other measures of late years 
_ min the face of strong popular opposition, the Jyoti 
[Chittagong] of the 24th March writes as follows :— 
The authorities do not now seem to think it necessary to consult native 
public opinion on any measure they undertake. In fact, steps are taken to 
carry out a proposal long before it is publicly announced. The publication of 
@ proposed measure seems now to be made simply for the sake of formality, 
The question, therefore, for the people to decide is—What are they to do 
under the circumstances ? oe 
If our comments and criticisms and the expression of our independent 
views serve only to give more and more offence to our officials, who are 
possessed of uncontrolled power, who can say that what they me do in their 
anger will not be extremely harmful to us? To obviate, therefore, the 
probability of doing ourselves harm by our own acts, the only thing we can do 
is for the whole Indian population to take a solemn resolve to give up 
holding Congresses and other public meetings for the purpose of political 
agitation, and to desist from publicly criticising in newspapers any act. of any 
official and not even to say anything regarding his kith and kin. The adop- 


tion of this course will save us from the anger of our rulers, while it will: 


prevent the frittering away on fruitless objects of the money and energy of 
those of our countrymen who possess them, and will spare us much trouble and 
harassment. | : | 
57. The Dacca Prakash { Dacca] of the 27th March has the following :— 
If the way in which the Official Secrets Bill 
and the Indian Universities Bill have been passed 
: into law be not sufficient to bring the Indian people 
to their senses, then it must be clear that their sense of right and wrong has 
taken leave of them. The sight which was witnessed in the Viceroy’s Legisla- 
tive Council on the occasion of the discussion of these two Bills was one the 
like of which was not known in the history of British rule in India. The 
whole Indisn people, filled with alarm and anxiety at the prospect of the 
impending calamities, entered no end of protests against the action of the 
Government: like orphan children, they fixed their eyes at the feet of their 
masters and in a plaintive voice implored their pity. But did the sunplications 
of millions and the piteous cries of tens of = succeed in moving for a 
moment the heart of the wielder of the destinies of the Indian peuple? Such 
treatment of a vanquished people by their conquerors was never before 
witnessed in the civilised world. The Indians have been subject to British 
rule for about a century and-a-half, but during all this long wad there never 
was an occasion when the whole Indian community was slighted, insulted and 
rebuked in the manner they were in connection with the passing of the above 
two measures. If after this, the people of India do not learn to guide 
themselves by their present circumstances, then kicks from booted feet will be 
their due and deserved reward. | 
We are far from blaming the Government. We take the reason of the 
slight to be the incompetency and worthlessness of the Indian people themselves. 
To ,our mind, itis quite beyond the sphere of a conquered people to raise a cry 
over either a right acquired or a right lost. Government’s attitude has proved 
that the authorities, also, hold the same view. The Indians would not have had 
to go about as beggars to-day, if, instead of wasting their time and energy in 
criticising the measures of Government, they had devoted themselves to dis- 
covering the cause of India’s misery. Can anybody say that the new 
measures which have been passed by the Government will have the effect of 
removing the Indians from the face of the earth? The truth is that the 
Indians will go on after the passing of the measures just as they have been 
before their passing. What have the Indians, whoge bed is on the sea, to' fear 
from dewdrops ? But the Indians ought to take a lesson from the recent 
\ | | : ae | \ ; 
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occurrences and, instead of frittering away their energy in the discussion of 
Government’s actions, devote themselves heart and soul to the real work of 
national improvement. Day by day, increasing poverty is plunging the 
country deeper and deeper into misery, and starvation is reducing the people 
to skeletons, If this state of things continues for a little longer and the 
improvement of manufacture and commerce do not bring in more money, there 
cannot be the least doubt that the Indians will cease to exist on the face of the 
earth. So long the Indians were under the belief that begging would enable 
them to recover their former happiness and prosperity. But have they gained 
anything by this belief ? There is yet time for ye, brotner Indians, to take a 
warning and remove the misery of your country by prudent conduct. 


UrryvA Papers. 


58. The Sanvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 13th 
Cholera and small-poxr in the March states that cholera and small-pox are raging 
——— in the Balasore district. 

59. The same paper as also its contemporary of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] 
of the 19th March exhort their readers to contribute 
their mite towards the help of the wounded 
Japanese and the families of such of their numbers as have been killed. 

60. The Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore) of the 23rd March regets to 

note that the number of thefts and robberies is 
Thefts and robberies in increasing in the Balasore town, and quotes 
eee ee: instances in support of his statement. 

61. The same paper states that a man, named, ‘l'ur Jena, resident of 
| Soro thana, in the Balasore district, was killed by a 
tiger in the last week. 

62. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th 
March states that fever is prevalent in the Cuttack 
town and that several cases have ended fatally. | 

63, The same paper regrets to note that an accident happened at the 

ee Tang station of the Orissa Branch of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway, a few passengers being severely 
wounded on attempting to go out of their carriage while the train was in 
motion. es | 

64. The same paper says tbat Kabiraj Balkrishna Das is in posses- 
sion of a medicine, which has proved, in certain 


Help for Japan. 


A man killed by a tiger. 


Fever in Cuttack town. 


A railway accident. 


A cure for leprosy. 


the public to judge of the efficacy of the medicine by examination and 
experiment, ee 


65. The same paper regrets to find that dacoities are on the increase. 


in the Cuttack town and quotes an instance of such 
dacoity. ay 
66. ‘The same paper opposes the views of its contemporary of the Uriya 
and Navasamvad in favour of the proposed pilgrim 
tax, and observes that the public cannot tolerate the 
revival of a tax both unjust and oppressive, which was wisely abolished by 
the British Government. | ) ae ; 
67. The same paper agrees with the views,of Mr. Gupta regarding the 
introduction of moral and religious courses into 
the curriculum of studies pursued in the schools 
as _of the Orissa ‘Tributary States, and says that as the 
policy of religious neutrality observed by the British Government in British 
India does not apply to those States, the schools in those States may have the 


benefit of religious and moral education from which the godless schools of 
British India are ever free. _ ) | 


Dacoity in Cuttack town. 


The proposed Puri pilgrim tax, 


_ Religious teaching in the schools 
in the Orissa Tributary States. 
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cases, an infallible cure for leprosy, and requests ' 


Samvapd VAnIKA, 
March 17th, 1904. 


UTKaLDIPIKA, 
March 19th, 1904. 


Uriyva AkD 
NavaSaMvaD. 


March 28rd, 1904. 


i 


UBIYA AND 
NAvVASAMVAD. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
March 19th, 1904. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


_ UTKALDIPIKA. 


_ OTKALDIPIEA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


UTEALDIPIEA: 


232 inne lh ORE A TE —— 


a Merger a ge ee Fairy . —- J r PRs" > a : f Fe poe 1 a . hae 22. = , ele P ; tai 


a 


te 


Ooo perenne 


x 


2 Ro Saas i RE ia : ; Pere ; ' i LORE TES. ER . salen ada , eaten a ser tthe ii ee 


